Do we live in a democracy or totalitarian political system?

Do I live in a democracy?       Complete the following check list to find out

	
	        Yes
	          No

	Is there more than one political party competing to gain power?


	
	

	Are there regular elections?


	
	

	Do the majority of people have the right to vote?


	
	

	Is it possible to openly criticise the government?


	
	

	Is there a range of opinions expressed in the newspapers?
	
	

	Are the mass media free of government control?


	
	

	Are the police and courts free of government control?


	
	

	Are ordinary people able to communicate with MPs?


	
	


Do I live in a totalitarian state?       Complete the following check list to find out

	
	        Yes
	          No

	Is there more than one political party competing to gain power?


	
	

	Are there regular elections?


	
	

	Do the majority of people have the right to vote?


	
	

	Is it possible to openly criticise the government?


	
	

	Is there a range of opinions expressed in the newspapers?
	
	

	Are the mass media free of government control?


	
	

	Are the police and courts free of government control?


	
	

	Are ordinary people able to communicate with MPs?


	
	


What do I know?

	Define democracy with an example


	

	Define direct democracy with an example


	

	Define indirect democracy with an example


	

	Define a totalitarian political system with an example


	


Activity/ Homework

1. Identify the three main political parties in the UK and two fringe political parties

2. Briefly identify what the three main political parties believe in

