Elite pluralism

Dahl in 1982 accepted the criticism of his original theory.

 David Marsh 1985, described this modification as elite pluralism.

They share similarities with classical pluralism:

· Western societies are basically democratic - government is a process of compromise - power is widely dispersed.

However they:

· Don’t accept all members of society have the same amount of power – they don’t concentrate on the first face of power – they see elites, the leaders of group’s as the main participants in decision making

Critique:

· While elite theorists recognise Lukes’ second dimension of power, the powerful who can set the agenda they fail to consider that the powerful can monopolize power and use it to their own advantage.

· They fail to account for Lukes’ third dimension of power how some members of society can influence the wishes of others
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