Classical pluralism

Weber’s theories about power (a constant-sum – a limited amount) were developed by Robert Dahl
· Robert Dahl developed the idea of classical pluralism

· Pluralists see society as made up of many different groups pursuing different political interests

· Such interest groups may combine to into formal political parties seeking election or form less formal interest groups such as pressure groups – pressure groups try to exert influence over those in power

· Pluralist see this process as fundamental to the democratic process – no one group in society is in control or dominates, power is shared

· Pluralists reject the idea that such democracy is possible in a one party state, like Mugarbe’s Zimbarbiwa as there is no opposition

Pluralism and the decision making process

· Dahl argues that the decision making process is key to understanding how power operates – those groups that achieve there outcomes have the power  - Lukes' first dimension of power

Pluralism and political parties

Pluralists argue that there are simply too many people for there to be a fully participatory democracy – different political parties ensure that you have participation through representation, for they offer choice and argue on behalf of the interests of different and disparate social groups.
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